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BEHOL D T HE EART H is a
music-rich documentary f ilm that explores
America’s divorce from the outdoors,
through conversations with legendary
scientists E.O. Wilson, Cal DeWitt, and
Theo Colborn, as well as a new
generation of creation care activists within
the Christian community.
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“BEHOLD THE EARTH began with
a hunch that the conversation about our human impact on the
environment must be a broader and deeper conversation than it has
been in America over the past 50 years. Yes, it needed to be informed
by the biological and other sciences. But it also needed a level of
committed engagement that is possible with a substantive moral
component, grounded in inf luential American beliefs. Few movements
have had more inf luence than Christianity.
If church elders are listening to their rising generations, then few
movements have more possibility of moving from word to action.”
— DAVID CONOVER, Filmmaker “Behold the Earth”
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DISCUSSION GUIDE

T

HE GOAL OF AN AFTER-FILM-VIEWING DISCUSSION is to offer viewers a chance to share their responses to the film and to engage in group reflection
about ideas presented in the film. We also hope to provide a space for viewers to workshop a call-to-action, both global and local, based on the ideas presented in the film.

VIEWER RESPONSE
1. In his book Earthwise, Cal DeWitt reminds us that “We can easily be distracted from
considering closely God’s provisions for us and for the rest of creation. Many people
get so fully occupied on the treadmill of busyness that there is little time to reflect
on God’s amazing gifts.” Group members are invited to begin the conversation by
sharing a part of God’s creation that they are especially thankful for. CLIP #1: TEN
THOUSAND CHARMS.*

2. Many individuals in the film reflect on the way that their childhood shaped their
understanding of the creation. What is your personal relationship to the creation,
and how did your childhood affect your understanding of the natural world? Do
you have a specific childhood memory that illustrates this? CLIP #2: BEN LOWE &
CORINA NEWSOME DISCUSS THEIR CHILDHOODS

3. In the film, Ben Lowe acknowledges that the issues surrounding climate change
often feel overwhelming. Discussing climate change can stir up powerful emotions.
What do you think about when you hear the phrase climate change? How does it
make you feel? CLIP #3: INHERITING THE WORLD
4. Was there a moment or voice in the film that spoke truth to you or challenged you?

*All clips are viewable at www.beholdtheearth.com/resources
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DISCUSSING ACTION
1. According to Cal DeWitt, the act of “beholding” offers followers of Christ
an opportunity to get better at loving God and loving our neighbors. As
climate change impacts creation, how does responding to climate become an
important part of Christian witness and discipleship? CLIP #4: CAL DEWITT
ON BEHOLDING

2. In what ways could you change your daily practices to be a better steward of
God’s creation?
3. What would creation care action look like within your local faith community,
and what would action steps entail?
4. What additional resources do you or your faith community need to enact these
goals? Who in your church is/could be a leader for stewardship?
5. What are potential conflicts in this work? How might you address them?
6. What is most important to you in this work? What makes you hopeful about
creation care?
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INDIVIDUALS FEATURED IN THE FILM
“...it’s so very important that we strive to have better self-understanding, that is, as a species...
And we can’t do that without a dialogue between science and religion—the two most powerful
forces in the world.” —E.O. WILSON
EDWARD O. WILSON IS A WORLD-RENOWNED BIOLOGIST, PULITZER PRIZE-WINNING AUTHOR, AND A PROFESSOR EMERITUS AT
HARVARD UNIVERSITY.

“In my growing up, the first thing that we learned was to give praise to God for the magnificent
Creation...you had to grow in your understanding of the Creation and of the Creator simultaneously. There was no either/or.” —
 CAL DEWITT
CAL DEWITT IS CONSIDERED BY MANY TO BE A FORMATIVE INFLUENCE BEHIND THE EVANGELICAL CREATION CARE MOVEMENT
AS PRESIDENT EMERITUS OF AU SABLE INSTITUTE, A CHRISTIAN ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE ORGANIZATION WHICH HE DIRECTED
FOR 25 YEARS.

“My big concern is that we have discovered now that many of these chemicals, if they are present
during development of an embryo, whether it’s a wild animal, fish, a bird, or a human, it can
alter how those individuals develop before they are born.” —DR. THEO COLBORN
DR. THEO COLBORN WAS A COMMITTED LIFELONG ENVIRONMENTALIST AND AUTHOR, WHO WORKED AS A PHARMACIST AND
LATER AS A SHEEP RANCHER IN COLORADO.

“I firmly believe, as far as my own theology is concerned, that God will hold us accountable for
how we have treated this earth.” —CORINA NEWSOME
CORINA NEWSOME IS AN ANIMAL AMBASSADOR AND ZOOLOGIST AT THE NASHVILLE ZOO. A 2015 GRADUATE OF MALONE COLLEGE, CORINA HAILS FROM PHILADELPHIA, PA, WHERE SHE DEVELOPED HER INTEREST IN SCIENCE WHILE WORKING AT THE
PHILADELPHIA ZOO.

“As people who believe that God gave us this incredible world, that we have responsibility over it,
how, then, shall we walk?” —KATHARINE HAYHOE
KATHARINE HAYHOE IS A CLIMATE SCIENTIST AND A SCIENTIFIC ADVISOR TO THE EVANGELICAL ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK.

“A lot of the scientific problems that we’re dealing with today, are on one level scientific and technical problems, but on a deeper level they are really symptoms of things like greed and apathy,
pride, selfishness. They are moral problems.” —BEN LOWE
REV. BEN LOWE SPENT HIS CHILDHOOD IN SOUTHEAST ASIA AS AN EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY KID.
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WHAT CAN YOU DO TO CARE FOR CREATION?
*

Calculate your carbon footprint at Global Footprint Network

*

Better seal and insulate your home

*

Turn off lights or unplug devices when not in use

*

Run only full loads in the dishwasher or washing machine

*

Line dry clothes

*

Purchase renewable energy from your utility provider

*

Take advantage of energy eff iciency programs through your utility provider

*

Drive less often

*

Keep tires properly inf lated

*

Carpool, walk, or bike when possible

*

Use public transportation

*

Reduce, reuse, recycle

*

Purchase durable products that will last over disposable

*

Research the ecological and social impacts of your purchases

*

Bring your own bags to the grocery store

*

Use reusable water bottles

*

Compost food waste

*

Eat less meat

*

Buy local

*

Change light bulbs to LEDs (use 80% less energy than incandescent and last 25x longer)

*

Use ENERGY STAR lights, appliances, etc.

*

Turn thermostat up in summer and down in winter, especially if you are not home

*

Purchase carbon offsets for travel and lifestyle emissions

*

Call your elected off icials

*

Keep learning and stay informed

*

Share your personal commitments with others

*

Don’t be afraid to start small—even small actions add up to big impacts!
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